die  pitch  dark  of  the  Attala 


Convention  Board  (MBCB),  and  Bait)  Shirley, 
ek  Lodge  at  Central  Hills  Retreat  near  Kosciusko 
merit  (Photo  by  William  H.  feritins  Jr.) 
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Tornado  slams  Central  Hills  Retreat 
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William  H.  Perkins  Jr 


John  Price  got  ns  wish  for  an  exciting  cel¬ 
ebration  to  mark  the  beginning  of  2011,  but 
it  wasn't  quite  the  way  he  was  expecting. 

Price,  pastor  of  First  Church, 
Charleston,  was  attending  the  annual  New 
Year's  Eve  staff  reunion  at  Central  Hills 
Retreat  near  Kosciusko.  Price,  who  served 
on  die  first  Central  Hills  staff  in  1979,  and 
about  23  other  former  staffers  and  family 
members  had  Just  brought  in  the  new  year 
at  Carey  Lodge  with  fireworks  and  root 
beer  when  a  powerful  EF-2  tornado  made  a 
direct  hit  on  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
encampment  just  minutes  after  midnight. 

"We  had  lined  up  for  a  group  photo 
when  the  lightg  went  off.  That  was  the 
first  indication  of  a  problem,"  Price  said. 
“We  rushed  into  the  bathrooms,  which  are 
in  the  interior  of  the  buildings  and  had 
staljs  for  support  in  case  the  ceiling  came 
down.  It  didn't  take  long  for  the  tornado 
to  pass  over,  but  we  heard  glass  breaking 
and  the  building  was  cr;aking  loudly." 

Price  said  his  ears  popped  as  the  torna¬ 
do  payed  over,  much  like  the  feeling  of 
being  in  an  airliner  that  is  changing  alti¬ 
tudes.  "I  was  a  little  disappointed  I  didn't 
hear  die  locomotive  sound,  though.  I've 
always  heard  stories  about  that,"  he  said. 

When  they  came  out  of  die  bathrooms, 
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work  on 


at  Central  Hills 
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made  my  way 
room  to  get  die  flashlight  I  had  packed,  and 
I  felt  broken  glass  on  top  of  die  suitcase. 
That's  when  1  knew  there  was  damage." 


damage.' 


Carey  Lodge  sustained  substantial 
damage,  with  exterior  walls  ripped  from 
the  concrete  foundation  and  sections  of 
missing  roof  allowing  the  torrential  rains 
to  pour  into  the  building. 

*We  checked  to  be  sure  everyone  was 
accounted  for.  We  let  the  storm  pam  -  it  was 
still  raining  hard  after  the  tornado  passed 
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over  -  and  then  we  gathered  up  our  stuff  and 
moved  to  Curtis  Lodge  next  doot  which  was 
not  as  heavily  damaged,"  he  said. 

The  group  was  forced  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  the  night  at  Curtis  Lodge 
due  to  the  large  trees  that  had  fallen 
across  the  roads.  They  departed  for 
home  shortly  after  chainsaw  crews  cut  a 
narrow  patn  out  of  the  encampment 
early  on  the  morning  of  New  Years  Day. 

"We  were  blessed,  I  feel  bad  for  the  people 
who  died  in  the  storm  in  Arkansas  and 
Alabama,  and  I  thank  the  Lord  for  His  mercy 
on  us.  We  were  very  blessed'  Price  said. 

Central  Hills  camp  manager  Jim  Ray, 
also  a  former  staffer,  was  at  Carey  Lodge 
for  die  reunion  when  the  tornado  strode. 
He  said  because  of  debris  and  downed 
power  lines  that  were  still  energized,  it 
took  him  more  than  45  minutes  to  make 
the  short  walk  down  the  hill  from  Carey 
Lodge  to  the  main  portion  of  die  camp. 

Ray  said  power  has  been  restored  to  a 
significant  portion  of  the  facility,  and 
cleanup  is  moving  quickly.  Blue  tarps  have 
been  placed  over  damaged  roofs  and  tim- 


SURVEYING  LOSS  -  )kn  Futral  (right),  ex 
MBCB  associate  executive  director  for  busines 
after  a  New  ^fear's  Day  tornado  caused  major 


"There's  access  to  all  the  campground 
now,  and  we're  in  die  process  of  repairing 
numerous  water  line  breaks.  We're  doing 
damage  assessments  right  now,"  he  said. 

Ray  is  determined  to  reopen  the  camp  as 
soon  as  possible.  "We're  going  to  be  able  to 
meet  our  schedule  beginning  in  March.  We 
will  conduct  our  full  schedule  of  summer 
activities,  for  sure,"  he  said. 

Central  Hills  Retreat  was  opened  in 
1979,  after  Hurricane  Camille  wiped  out 
Camp  Kittiwake  on  the  coast  a  decade  ear¬ 
lier  and  created  a  need  for  more  camping 
space.  More  than  5,500  first-time  profes¬ 
sions  of  faith  have  been  recorded  there. 


What  the  world  needs  in  2011 

[  A  T\r  ®frlin  WaI1  can*  down  22  years  ago  last  mon 
W  \f  the  world  rejoiced.  The  vast  concrete  and  barbed  w 
1 .  ninning  for  miles  across  the  German  countryside, 

ividly  symbolic  of  the  great  divide  between  rival  ideologies,  v 


Death  toll  rises  from  Christmas  terrorism 

ttSBsswsS 

.lETI'h szssgz  4te"«n!5r 

$  the  outlawed  Islamic  sect  bS  and  two  mo^u^S  £j£rf  °"f  °f  **  J  The  country  is  unofficially 

Mco  Haram  attacked  two  a  church  vandalized^  ^  sai‘L,1, saw  divjded  between  tW  Christian 

churches  in  the  northern  Maiduguri  is  the  capital  of  lot.  S  .wf *Tacuated, 1  saw  f°uth  and  MusUm  north.  Jos 

Migerian  city  of  Maiduguri.  Bomo  stftTand  i!  Smi-  amund\  P*f  •*«  '«  the  center  of  the  split, 

fihadists  belonging  to  another  nantly  Muslim.  Jos  is  tlte  capital  S*6  Since  2001-  hillings  of  both 

V4uslim  sect  set  off  a  series  of  of  Plateau  ^ K™  ,  K  N*uslim?  and  Kristians  have 

Jombs  in  the  city  of  Jos.  governor  Ali  Modu^bSw  BiWe^Jntes  the  Lord  watches  plagued  Jos,  leaving  more 

Bulus  Marwa,  pastor  of  Church™  2T  *Jl ***  u™form^ »»  th«  2,000  people  deal 

/ictory  Baptist  Church  in  QrisSPbS?^  Sd*£  preySforSS^  ^  1  N  to  make 

daidugun,  was  dragged  from  attending  that  the  attacks  on  the  P  •«  u  Nigeria  sound  like  a  war  zone 

us  residence,  shot,  “d  killed  ChrisfiaS  2ft  ^  beCaUSe  *  not/’'  one  mis' 

ifter  two  choir  members  and  in  Jos  were  an  attempt  to  fc>  *v°|d  farther  sionary  said.  Rather,  1  ask  for 

ehearsing  for  a  late-night  create  roXt  S?een  ptfyera  fa  the  midst  °f  diffi- 

— i  — -S - >-  *  P-  “  -  -  -  -  Detween  keep  watch  at  churches  and  cult  circumstances.  It  breaks 

°*hercr12stlalI,,ocations  •h  my  heart  to  know  that  there 

area,  bouthern  Baptist  missionar-  are  people  out  there  who  do 


the  Darfur  region  of  Sudan,  massive  destruction  of  life  is 
occurring  with  apparent  government  sanction.  North  Koreans 
have  resorteci  to  eating  grass  to  avoid  starvation  —  that  is  the 
North  Koreans  who  have  somehow  avoided  that  country's 
Stalinist  gulag  system.  1  i 

Many  other  areas  of  the  world  are  a  powder  kee.  waiting  for 
the  fuse  to  be  lit.  Anyone  who  remotelydoubts  tire  presence  ofl 
the  Devil  and  his  evil  schemes  in  th/workings  of^worM 


00  °Jd  S®™*  Union  quickly  crumbled  and  millions  of 

people  breathed  free  for  the  first  time. 

Liberty  had  triumphed  at  last  and  a  Pax  Americana  would  soon 
nigulf  the  world,  we  were  told.  Many  historians  even  referred  to 
the  coming  era  as  "the  end  of  history."  Urey  were  wrong. 

Even  though  communism,  the  great  enemy  of  our  way  of  life, 
_ and  its  harsh  dictator- 
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world  needs  Jesus  more  and  more 
j  with  every  passing  yrau. 

If  the  world  knew  Jesus  in  2011 
like  we  know  Jesus,  the  Tutsis 
and  Hutus  would  join  together  in 
brotherhood.  Chechens  and 
Russians  would  put  aside  their 
political  differences  for  a  far 
greater  cause.  Warring  factions  m 
Sudan  would  seek  the  Heavenly 
Father,  not  more  artillery.  North 
Koreans  would  have  hope,  and 
all  the  ethnic  groups  in  the 
Balkans  would  gather. in Jriend- 
ship  to  raise  one  voice  in  praise  to 
the  Light  of  the  world. 

The  only  way  all  of  that  Will 
ever  happen  is  if  those  people 
know  Christ  The  only  way  those 
people  will  ever  know  Christ  is 
through  the  witness  of  Christians. 
It's  that  simple  (Matthew  28:18- 
20).  If  not  us,  then  who? 

The  historians  in  1989  were 
right  about  one  thing  —  history 
will  end.  They're  just  off  on  the 
date  by  a  little  bit.  If  2011  is  the 
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death  inside  the  churclj.  The  US.  Commission  on 

CjjSS^JtST "u  yJ^ ,Tre  tatemahonal  Religious  Freedom 
killed  and  the  church  building  also  condemned  tne  attacks. 

*?•  “*  At  a  neuby  "Its  obvious  that  Islamists 

Church  of  Christ  a  security  are  bent  on  giving  us  a  black 
guard  was  killed  and  25  peo-  Christmas,"  said  Timothy 
pie  mmred  bv  bomb  blasts  Olonade,  executive  secretary  of 
when  Boko  Haram  members  the  Nigeria  Evangelical 
stonned  tire  church  in  .two  Missions  Association, 
vehicles  and  detonated  bombs.  While  several  churches  can- 
in  Jos,  bombs  exploded  simul-  ^  celled  services  on  Christmas 

^ra.^  ^^ris^ans  gather  for  Christinas  observances 

On  Dec.  14,  the  U.S.  Laith  Amir  said,  "Th< 
Commission  on  International  church  was  baptized  by  th< 
Religious  Freedom  called  on  j?lood  of  the  martyrs.  [Th< 
~*e  U™***j  Sta*w  to  redouble  Attack]  gave  us  more  motiva 
its  efforts  m  helping  protect  ' 

members  stood  before  the  in  Christian  neighborhoods.  worldwide  group  of  90-plus 

¥  Before  foe  w%  Christians  in  legislator! 

hung  from  *e  walls  in  horror  Iraq  numbered  as  high  as  1.4  mil-  Christians  are  rapidly  8becom- 
pnests'  *5  }x*\  **  AP  reported,  but  ing  "extinct"  in  Iraq  iid  other 

P^f ss</^fp?rtSd  Qinstian  leaders  now  estimate  as  Middle  East  countries,  called 

S^&dvltton  ‘ 1chuH!ir  Jr  3 em’  °"  Presiden‘  Obama  to  make 

ot  salvation  Church  were  dus  of  Christians  from  the  ooun-  protecting  them  a  top  Drioritv 

pocked  with  bullet  holes,  and  try  has  increased  since  the  attack.  P  Some  8  of  the  ^^xistums 

attending  Christmas  services, 
however,  asserted  their  deter¬ 
mination  to  remain  in  their 
county. 

Adiba  Youssef,  a  52-year-old 
woman  who  attended  the  ser¬ 
vice  with  her  family,  told  a 
reporter,  "1  love  my  country.  I 
buried  my  parents  nere.  I  can't 
leave  it..  We  believe  in  God, 
and  he  will  protect  us."  > 
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resulted  in  the  slaughter  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  innocent  men,  women, 
and  children.  The  Balkans  erupt¬ 
ed  in  flames  over  centuries-old 
grievances,  and  mass  graves  are 
still  being  uncovered. 

An  especially  cruel  war  raged 
in  the  Russian  state  of  Chechnya, 
with  schoolchildren  and  other 
civilians  paying  a  high  price.  In 
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its  killed  68 


When  we  have  to  stop  and 
think  about  what  we  are  grateful 
for,  and  write  it  down  daily  we 
reduce  the  tendency  to  take  our 
things,  talents,  and  friendships 
f°r  granted.  We  appreciate  the 
good  in  our  lives  more  deeply. 

Third,  encourage  humility. 

Robert  Emmons,  one  of  the 
premier  researchers  on  happi¬ 
ness  and  gratitude,  emphasizes 
it’s  not  enough  to  be  grateful,  in 
the  abstract,  for  the  apod  tilings 


tion  to  come  to  the  church 
and  to  celebrate  Christmas  in 
spite  of  what  has  happened 
to  us." 

Iraqi  Prime  Minister  Nouri 
al-Maliki  condemned  efforts 
to  drive  Christians  out  of  the 
country,  the  AP  reported. 

_ "The  attempts  to  keep 


Sdid 

iviy  two  girls  tight  over  eveiy- 
thing,  from  what  movie  they're 
going  to  watch,  to  who  gets  the 
[Nintendo]  Wii  first.  7  don't 
know  what  to  do  about  it" 
Children's  squabbles  are 
part  of  parenting,  for  sure. 
Sometimes  they're  a  sign  of 
tired  bodies,  surging  hor¬ 
mones,  or  natural  orneriness 
—  but  other  times,  they're  a 
flashing  beacon  that  something 
more  is  at  work:  selfishness. 

Our  culture  offers  so  much, 
materially,  that  it's  easy  for  our 
children  (and  for  us,  too)  to 
take  for  granted  how  much  we 
really  have.  We  stop  noticing  all 
that  we  do  have  in  our  endless 
quest  for  what  we  don’t  have. 


Stop  selfishness 
in  its  tracks 

By  Rebecca  Hagelin 
Arlington,  Va. 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  p 
with  Cod  in  your  own  words 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for 
sins  and  freedom  from  ete 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
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Christians  away  from  their 
homeland  and  their  land, 
which  clung  to  them  through 
the  centuries,  is  a  great  crime 
against  national  unity,"  al- 
Maliki  said  in  a  statement  on 
his  website  Saturday  marking 
the  Christmas  holiday. 

Some  observers  believe  the 

goal  of  the  Muslim  terrorists 
irgeting  Christians  is  to  has¬ 
ten  the  extinction  of 


NOBTS  launches  institute 


DRLEANS  (BP)  —  At  a  time  when  people  of  faith 
relegated  to  the  sidelines  in  public  policy  discus- 
■w  Orleans  Seminary  is  launching  an  Institute  for 
the  Public  Square  to  help  reframe  the  debate.  The 
announced  during  a  meeting  of  NOBTS  trustees 
ill  explore  the  role  of  faith  in  tne  development  and 
m  of  public  policy  and  provide  an  open-minded 
forum  where  the  concerns  of  Christians  can  be  dis- 
a  thoughtful  way  without  intimidation.  NOBTS 
ifessor  Jeffrey  Riley  and  theology  and  Islamic  stud- 
sor  Page  Brooks  will  serve  as  associate  directors  of 
ite  The  goals  of  the  new  institute  are  far-reaching, 
comprehensive  goal,  as  noted  to  trustees,  is  "to 
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experience  less  happini 
struggle  more  with 
and  contentment. 

Bade  to  the  squabbli 

,  _ _  ‘ere  What  wUr  help 

people,  talents,  posses-  change  course?  How  n 
opportunities  —  that  ents  SultivaSro^u 
«?  of  envy  and  dScontem? 
fiW"*  Gratitude.  First  Set  limits.  When  self- 
hers  have  found  that  ishness  is  a  problem,  parents 


ess  and  children  s  vision  quickly 
grades  becomes  nearsighted,  focused 
only  on  what's  in  front  of  their 
own  noses. 

Then  they  want  more  of  it 
and  they  don't  want  others  to 
-WjUestJtiyy  fee]  likp  fhey'jye 
^ost  something.  Multiply  that 
attitude  by  a  dozen  oeloved 
possessions,  and  you've  got  the 
makings  of  a  selfish  child.  So, 
pare  down  and  limit 
,  Second,  start  a  daily  exercise 
m  which  whining  children  (or 
parents)  write  down  things  for 
which  they  are  thankful 
Researchers  have  found  that 
the  simple  act  of  keeping  a 
gratitude  journal"  increases 
happiness  and  wellbeing. 


sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

By  faith,  I  ’  invite  Jesus 


Christianity  in  the  country. 


Tel:  (601)  968-3800 
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CTuist  into  my  life.  From  this 


time  on,  1  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 


-  winding  tor  ministries,  from  Hispanic  work  to  helping  widows  with  home 
lepairs,  to  food  panUte^  is  available  bom  the  Associations]  Missions  Response 
Fund,  part  ofThe  $231,483  Mississippi  Cooperative  Program  budget  for  21X11. 


accomplish  this  goal  the  institute  will  work  to  establish  a 
networic  to  facilitate  Christian  interaction  on  moral  «td  reli- 
1  1  -  dal  events  and  confer- 

efforts  to  understand 


tlepzibah  Church,  Silver  Creek,  holds  a  special  service  for  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  church  who  are  also  National  Guard  members  facing 
imminent  mobilization  as  the  standoff  with  Iraqi  dictator  Saddam 
Hussein  continues  to  worsen.  They  are  given  a  New  Testament  and 
prayers  are  offered  for  their  safety. 


enoes,  and  consult  churches  on - - - - 

their  role  in  the  public  square.  Harsch  and  his  team  also  will 
seek  to  communicate  the  implications  of  public  policy  to  the 
life  and  ministry  of  local  churches.  On  the  academic  side,  the 
institute  will  develop  graduate-  and  doctoral-level  seminary 
courses  and  continuing  education  programs  focused  on 
public  policy.  Much  of  the  funding  for  the  institute  will 
come  through  private  donations.  For  more  information 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu- 


The  town  of  Sturgis  held  a  Christmas  program  at  Sturgis  Church 
Dec.  18,  on  tne  theme  of  Portraits  of  the  Madonnas.  Living  reproduc- 
tions  of  famous  Madonna  portraits  included  The  Blue  Madonna 
Mother  Adoring  the  Child,  and  The  Sistine  Madonna 


al  guidance. 
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Covering  Mississippi  in  Prayer 


'  By  Charies  Mam,  1932  2004 
02005 


NATHTPVHT  MT  SHT 
GOHETW  MENA  AED  GJ 
GSKNELD  ECNV 

WTSNA;  NASN  YEFT  SL 
XAHELN  MSL  HSELTW 
OK  PHVD  NAT  WTSW  GJ 
NAT  RYVHJ  VP  NAT 
PSNATH;  TQTC  LV  MT 
SY^V  LAVOYW  MSYF  EC 
CTMCTLL  VP  YEPT. 

HVDSCL  LEU:  PVOH 
Que:P*F 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  encoded  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial 
and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
puzzle:  John  Six:  Twenty-seven 


coveting  Mississippi  in 
Prayer  will  be  an  experience  of 
thousands  of  people  every 
morning  before  8  o’ dock  gath¬ 
ering  before  God's  throne 
paying  for  special  needs  in 
their  lives,  their  area  of  respon¬ 
sibility  and  influence,  and  the 
thou  aits  that  God  places  in 
our  hearts  as  we  pray  for  His 
Kingdom  work  around  the 
world.  In  January,  February, 
and  March,^  will  have  the  priv¬ 
ilege  of  being  at  90  of  the 
Prayer  Rallies  that  are  going  to 
be  held  at  county  seats  all 
across  our  state.  I  am  confident 
that  those  moments  together  in 
each  one  of  those  places  will 
not  just  be  a  gathering  and  not 
just  be  a  publicity  stunt  but  will 
call  attention  to  the  urgent  and 
powerful  attention  of  foe  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  to  be  praying,  it  is 
not  just  praying  for 

takepGw  It  is  about 
Mississippians  praying. 

The  journey  across  the  state 
to  these  prayer  gatherings 
began  Monday,  January  3,  and 
will  continue  through  Tuesday. 
March  29.  While  we  will  be 
praying  for  ourselves  to  find  a 
relationship  with  God  that  is 
both  cleansing  and  encourag¬ 
ing,  we  will  also  be  praying  for 
the  leaders  of  towns  and  coun- 
fies.  We  will  be  praying  that 
there  will  be  many  precious 
souls  fbai-w®  come  to  know 
Jesus  as  Savior  and  Lord. 
These  are  not  just  one-time 
momentary  events.  There  will 
be  other  prayer  emphases  in 
our  churches  and  in  our  associ¬ 
ations  that  can  be  life  changing, 
church  renewing,  and  make  an 
impact  on  our  communities. 

to  before  8  o'clock  each 
«¥•  Why  pray  before  8  o'clock 

each  morning?  dearly  there  is 


that  He  is  going  to  walk  with 
you  and  indeed.  He  will  guide 
you  without  fail 

Dr.  John  Ed  Mathison  tells 
the  story  of  a  lady  who  was 
visiting  his  church  on 
Mother's  Day.  They  recog¬ 
nized  the  oldest  mother  pte- 
s®11*  In  the  service  and 
though  she  was  a  visitor,  she 
was  the  oldest  mom  there 
To  honor  her  they  presented 
her  with  a  devotional  book 
that  was  a  365-day  devotion¬ 
al  guide.  She  graciously 
received  it  and  shortly  there¬ 
after  went  back  to  her  home. 
Later  in  that  same  year  in 
December  she  died.  She 
went  on  to  be  with  the 
Father  and  the  family  in  her 
heavenly  home.  When  they 
found  her,  she  was  seated  at 
her  little  breakfast  table.  She 
had  gotten  up  that  morning, 
made  herself  a  cup  of  coffee, 
drank  her  coffee,  and  on  the 
table  was  the  devotional 
guide  -turned  to  that  day. 
She  had  read  that  day's 
word  of  encouragement  and 
prayed.  Then  at95,  she  had 
eaten  a  piece  of  chocolate 
and  left  on  her  long  and 
lovely  journey  to  the 
Father's  house.  We  never 
know  what  a  day  may  hold 
or  the  next  15  minutes  may 
have  in  store  for  us,  but  what 
«  peaceful,  joyful  thing  it  is 
to  meet  Him  in  the  morning 
and  walk  with  Him  all  day 

The  author  cm  be  contacted  at 
ifutralWmbcbjorg.  *  : . »  » > 


nothing  magical  about  8 
o'clock,  but  there  is  something 
wonderful  about  beginning 
your  day  with  God.  While 
some  people  may  head  off  to 
work  at  4  o'clock,  others  are 
hying  to  get  the  kids  to  school 
before  seven  or  8  o'clock,  and 
the  importance  is  not  to  rush 
off  into  the  hurriedness  and  the 

worriedness  of  the  day  without 
talking  to  the  One  who  knows 
every  turn  and  every  way  of 
the  entire  day.  It  can  change 
the  way  you  begin  the  day  and 
it  will  bring  a  dear  awareness 
that  everything  that  is  happen¬ 
ing  throughout  ffw  day 
whether  it  is  with  the  kids  or 
the  career  whether  it  is  dealing 
with  some  major  issue  thatWou 
ha  ve  been  focused  on,  or  ^sur¬ 
prise  that  rocks  yovte'worid 
Listen  carefully  and  read  atterv- 
bvay  this  verse,  Mark  1:35, 
which  describes  Jesus.  “And  in 
foe  morning,  nsing  up  a  great 
while  before  day,  fie  went  out 
departed  into  a  solitary 
place,  and  there  prayed."  Just 
Bunk  about  that  Before  Jesus 
was  immersed  Jnto  all  of  the 

was  engaged  in  conversations 
with  others,  before  He  would 
teach,  preach,  or  be  faced  with 
soul-searching  questions,  and 


and 


before  He  would  field  those 
trick  questions  that  seemed  to 
have  no  answers.  He  spent 
time  with  tire  Father  in  prayer. 

If  He  felt  a  great  need  to  face 
the  day  covered  with  prayer 
you  and  I  can  benefit  many 
times  over  from  doing  like¬ 
wise.  You  do  not  know  what 
tire  day  ahead  holds  for  you, 
but  He  does.  You  may  not 
have  all  of  the  answers  and  cer- 
tainly  may  not  have  all  of  the 
strength  that  you  need  for 
tilings  that  you  face  but  He 
does,  and  so  each  day  as  you 
Cover  Mississippi  in  Prayer 
begin  it  early  with  tire  God 
who  cares  about  you  and 
everything  that  you  face. 
Spend  time  with  the  loving 
Father  who  will  walk  with  you 
every  step  and  every  second 
through  die  day.  Whh  that  in 
mind,  you  can  live  in  confi¬ 
dence  with  a  peaceful  heart 
and  with  the  promise  of  God 
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1119  Mississippi  Churches 
Can’t  Be  Wrong. 

More  than  1100  churches  throughout  Mississippi  put 
their  faith  m  Wellington  Associates  for  comprehensive 

iSSST*  ^ces“clud^"g  Property,  general,  and  specific 
liability;  chicle,  workers  compensation,  and  other  coverages. 

Wellington  guarantees  a  quality  program,  customized 
for  your  ministry,  at  the  most  competitive  premium  rates. 
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J|me  bi-vocational  youth  minister. 

regimes  to  pineview- 

resumes  or 


g^-y^Stamed  Cass,  tteridj*,.  Wgghon.SS 


fStoElhin 

ytsciptesntp 


Committee,  602  Washington  Ave 
Ocean  Springs,  MS  995M.To£* 
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REV  GfiAHAM  ON  HIS  RELIGION 
&  THE  MEANING  OF  CHRISTMAS 


ON  THE 

PFCOSD 


Just  for  the  Record 


Graham  reflects 


on  his  life,  what  he  d  like  to  do  over 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  ■ - -  «  a  preacner,  and  ^ 

Billy  Graham  granted  his  said  it  was  around  age  18  or  19 
first  interview  Tn  several  when  he  was  a  sfodent  at  a 
C^i2<1i,tellf*  Fox  Bible  school  near  TampT 

New*  Greta  Van  Susteren  "I  used  to  walk  the  streets 
that  if  he  could  do  it  over  in  this  area  tiiat  hTdTm 
he  would  spend  less  pletely  disintegrated  because 
3rl|d  more  time  o{  to*  Depression  at  that  time 
in  meditation  and  prayer.  and  I  would  pray  and  I  would 

n  evangelist,  ask  God  for  a  direction  for  my 

S«Irrl2i„.  Pi2  tQ  _.Yan  Ilfe  311(1  for  Bie  genuine  pur. 
busteren  just  before  meeting  pose  of  mv  life  —  what  iC  r 

WB^hUaSndPrden;  ^  for  ™^iraham  ^“ted.1 

VV.  Bush  and  his  wife  Laura,  He  said  one  niehl  at  a  ™>ar. 

FranllirTand  *  ^  cours«<  as  he  was  lying 

Frartidm  and  hi*  wife  Jane,  for  on  the  18th  green  amid  tire 

tul£h  ®  Charlotte,  N.C.  palm  trees,  he  heard  God's  call. 

Crlham  W1re  at  ***  Bijty  The  Lord  seemed  to  call  me 

he  is  a  believer  in  Jesus  Christ,  say  in  tire  years  to  come  and 
who  was  raised  from  the  dead  then  I  began  to  realize  that  my 

andMval'iLn?htnr',  .  job  wasto  try  to  win  over  peo- 
v  nlVI!  ^ready  it.  pie  to  Christ,  which  I  did  mK 

heaven.  I  look  forward  to  see-  vately  and  publicly  which 
herdefinitely  in  the  near  became  eventually  ^my  ser- 
future  because  I  m  92  now  and  mons  that  we  call  evangelism  * 


stormed  Graham  had  been  asked  to  "I  mean  one  ww  km. , 
Saj^.L  y°nduct  a  Bible  study  for  the  of  biblical  analogy  he  was  — 
and  the  family,  and  Bush  storid  up  to  started  to  Ifelpn^pl^t  ^ds 

is^Tt’s^a  eelisTa^d  ?hIf  f,Lhter  ^  T"’  **d  **  8™®^  ^as  —the 

8flls*  and  toe  future  president  ground  was  pretty  hard,”  Bush 

went  on  walks  and  played  said,  "but  after  meeting  Billy,  tire 
tennis  together.  ground  became  more  fertile  for 

w.as .  yery  toe  seed,  is  one  way  to  put  it 
mterested  m  spintoal  things  “No,  he  helped  chiige  my 
and  he  asked  a  fot  of  very  deep  life.  He  truly  did  and  I  was  a 
quesbmis  about  tire  Bible  and  questioning  person.  I  was  drink- 
about  the  Christian  faith,  and  I  inga  lot  and  religion  was — you 
a8>8t  I  could'"  I  used  to  -  1  put  in  the 

Gr^wm  told  Van  Susteren  book,  1  would  listen  but  never 

w  th  r  Wi!th  Grtham'  heat''  ^  Billy  Graham  helped 

,l^m  Wc  B“sh  Sat  do^n  understand  the  redemptive 

in  im  with  van  Susteren  to  elabo-  power  of  a  risen  Lord  " 
net  rate  m  what  he  wrote  about  More  than  1,000  people 
tS;  Gi-ahato  s  influence  on  his  life  lined  up  outside  the  Billy 
m  !V?  Book,  Decision  Points.  Graham  Library  Monday  to 

Xh  K-J?  *  “  geSlu€  S°'d;  \  mean'  meet  Bushes,  and  Graham 
loth-  here  s  one  of  the  most  fampus  joined  them  briefly  to  receive 
|ues-  people  in  the  world,  and  in  the  first  signed  copies  of  their 
roup  hts  presence,  you  realize  how  books  that  day  p  OI  me,r 
.  humble  he  is.  Bush  said,  "and  Franklin  Graham  gave  the 
veet-  Jus  humility,  and  obviously,  former  president  and  first 
met,  his  love  for  God  and  Chnst  lady  a  private  tour  of  the 
and  can  overwhelm  the  cynic,  and  library  and  later  said  his 
;rful  I  wa» a  cynical  person  at  the  fathers  mind  is  as  strong  as  it 

fthe  whelmed  me^"8  °Ver'  ha9  been  the  past  few  years, 

of  Graham, 
bunkport,  was 
President  Bush  from  bei* 
i  and  his  questions  to  ol 


lar^wt  audience  he  ever  had.  future.  And  I  don't  expect  to 
They  were  n»t  spread  out  as  live  that  much  longer,  but  I  do 
far  as  you  emud  see,  i»  a  great  remember  that  . 
plaza  along  the  riven"  he  said. 

Gralram  passed  along  some 
advice  to  young  preachers.  „ 

bpend  more  time  in  study  Susteren 
and  prayer.  That’s  the  secret  C  '  m „ 
of  successful  evangelism,"  he  the  Bush  famtiy,^ Vnd‘(5r 
said.  If  you  neglect  that,  recalled  that  he  first 
you  ve  neglected  the  very  George  W.  Bush's  graj 
Gt~iCtt,,  to  yo«  ”  ‘her,  U.S.  Senator  ¥re 
With  Chnstmas  approaching.  Bush,  in  Florida  and  ther 
Graham  said  the  hoBday  means  invited  by  Bush's  grandr 
a  great  deal  to  him,  and  his  er  to  answer  biblical  i 
vrife  always  made  a  big  thing  tions  and  pray  with  a  g 
“  tof  toe  chtidren.”  of  neighbors  in  her  home 

"We  all  looked  forward  to  "She  was  one  of  the  si 
it.  We  would  get  up  on  est  women  I  think  I  evfer 


Christmas  strengthened 
faith  as  I  came  along.” 
Also  in  the  intervie 
i  asked 

Graham's  relationshii 


(L  Kenne- 
3Bfe  to  lead 
a  man  full  of 
e  with  some 


Learn  about  a  safe 
investment  that  beats  low 


1.  Ackerman  Church, 

Ackerman,  will  host  The 
Chuck  Wagon  Gang  on 
Feb.  19  at  7  p.m.  The 
Joyful  Noise  Quartet  will 
open  for  them  at  6:30  p.m. 

2.  Hopewell  Church, 

Crystal  Springs,  will 
host  The  Singing  Echoes 
of  Cleveland,  Tn.,  at 
10:30  a.m.  on  January  9. 
Contact:  Shirley  BuBon 
(601)892-6093. 


Hearina  is  Believin 


Louisville,  Kyv  Will  heist  a 
reunion  of  students  and 
faculty  from  1949  to  the 
present,  on  July  11-12, 
2011,  on  the  Louisville 
campus.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Phillip 
Landgrave  at  3612 
Foxglove  Lane,  Louisville, 
Ky,  40241.  E-mail:  gloria- 
landgrave@bellsoum.net. 
Telephone:  (502)  425-5943. 


O'Mire  Financial 
1  -800-844-3254 

406  B  Orchard  Park  Dr. 
Ridgeiand,  MS  39157 
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MISSISSIPPI 

BAPTISTS 

1.  McAdams  Church,  Attala 
Association,  ordained  two 
new  deacons.  Pictured  are 
(front  left)  James  Young,  pas- 


"Ed"  Granger;  and  Steve 
Jordan,  Attala  Association 
missions  director. 


1.  McAdams  Church,  Attala  Association 


j  \ 


* 

W  " 


Tomnolen  Church, 

Webster  Association,  held 
Senior  Deacon  Recognition 
Day  on  Nov.  14.  Pictured 
are  (from  left)  Marion  and 
Jeanie  McCain,  Davis  and 
Jimmie  Morgan,  and  Joe 


3.  Grace  United  Church, 
Decatur,  held  its  Christinas 
cantata.  Glory  in  the  Highest 


S.  Tremont  Church,  Itawamba  Association 


ed  by  music  minister  Daniel 
McNeil,  on  December  19. 
Pictured  are  participants. 

First  Church,  Potts  Camp, 

Girls  in  Action  visited 
Trinity  Mission  Health  and 

RehamlitaKrhn  in  Until, 


8.  Topeka  Church,  Jayess, 


4.  First  Church,  Potts  Camp 


. 


Methodist  Church,  Jayess, 
Joined  together  for  their 
Christmas  cantata,  direct¬ 
ed  by  Justin  Smith. 
Pictured  are  participants. 


V 


8.  Topeka  Church,  Jayess 
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Bible  Studies  for  Life 


humility  (Philippians  2).  Jesus  and  began  to  wash  their  feet 
drew  the  line  of  demarcation  with  the  water  and  dry  them 
which  separated  the  humble  with  the  towel.  He  was  not  ask- 
ones  from  the  exalted  ones  who  ing  that  they  return  the  favor 
were  (and  are  about  to  be)  and  wash  His  feet.  He  wanted 
humbled  right  off  their  self-  to  show  them  how  they  could 
exaltation  (Luke  14).  Jesus  also  show  humility  to  others  by 
personally  demonstrated  for  their  willingness  to  serve. 

His  dnciples  (and  for  us)  a  Two  things  have  always 
most  memorable  picture  of  touched  me  about  this  story, 
humility.  In  Mark  14:13  and  in  First  Jesus. sent  die  man  with 
Luke  22:10,  we  read  details  of  the  pitcher  of  water  m  advsuw. 
how  the  disciples  were  to  locate  He  planned  to  wash  feet.  He 
and  make  Passover  reserva-  knew  He  would  need  water, 
rions  for  the  Upper  Room.  Humility  must  be  intentional. 
Jesus  told  them  to  go  into  the  Second,  Jesus  washed  twenty- 
city  of  Jerusalem  and  to  follow  four  feet  that  evening.  A  few 
a  man  carrying  a  pitcher  of  hours  later,  two  of  those  feet 
water.  They  were  to  ask  for  the  would  betray  Him.  The  other 
room  and  make  preparations  twenty-two  feet  forsook  Him 
f°r  the  evening  meal.  and  fled.  Humility  doesn't 

The  gospel  of  John  describes  come  easy.  I've  always  thought 
the  events  surrounding  Jesus'  about  die  fact  that  the  last  sight 
last  supper  with  them  before  Judas  had  on  earth  was  to  look 
—  H»»  crucifixion.  John  13  says  downward  at  his  own  dean 

audience  of  puffed-up  Pharisees  that  while  the  twelve  disdples  feet  as  he  hung  himself.  God's 
never  ***ned  His  mes-  were  enjoying  their  meal,  Jesus  grace  alone  lifts  us  out  of  our 

sage.  The  lowest  they  ever  slipped  away  from  the  table,  pride  and  despair  and  helps  us 
stooped  in  response  to  tne  min-  He  rose  from  supper.  He  laid  to  be  willing  to  kneel  at  that 
Btry  of  Jesus  was  to  stand  at  the  aside  His-  outer  garments.  He  basin  and  reach  for  that  towel, 
foot  of  His  bloody  cross.  picked  up  a  towel  and  pre- 


Bthey  realize  that  their 
work  would  begin  hi 
the  "guttennosr parts 
of  Jerusalem.  Selfless 
people  are  willing  to 
begin  at  the  place 
catted  "Others- most.  ' 
Can  you  even  imagine 
what  would  happen  if 
Brown  our  churches  were 
actually  filled  with 
others-most"  folks???  Jesus 
Those  died  for  this!!! 

In  the  third  gospel  in  the  New 
Testament,  Doctor  Luke  provid¬ 
ed  us  with  this  quote  from  the 


We  always  lose  when  we  ers.  When  we  compare  I 
piake  the  mistake  of  compar-  ourselves  with  the  « 
ing  ourselves  with  other  beauty  and  the  glory  of 
human  beings.  Either  we  con-  the  humility  of  Jesus,  we 
dude  that  they  are  better  than  are  immediately  aware  of  our 
we  are  and  implode  in  despair  cavernous  shortfall.  Those 
or  we  conclude  that  we  axe  who  keep  their  eyes  on  the 
better  than  tney  are  and  cross  will  never  compare 
explode  with  pride.  Those  themselves  to  anyone  except 
who  walk  a  lifestyle  of  humili-  Jesus.  In  other  words,  humble 
ty  are  not  concerned  about  los-  people  are  "cross-eyed."  Be 
ing  or  winning.  They  are  assured,  their  '/Not-I-But 
infent  on  looking  for  ways  of  Others"  condition  has  nothing 
helping  others  succeed.  to  do  with  ophthalmology. 

Tire  Apostle  Paul  made  sure  Paul  was  sharing  with  his 
that  his  loved  ones  in  Philippi  readers  die  time- tested,  etemi-  Jesus'  instructions  on 
knew  how  to  sing  in  unison  ty-proven  four-part  recipe  lor  develop  "HIM-milfty." 
from  the  same  sheet  of  music,  making  the  glue  called  humili-  i  '  ~  J  i 

In  chapter  two  of  the  love  let-  ty.  He  basically  told  them  to  never  seemed  to  get  1 

^  “8*  .Tile  lowesTtf 


Brown  is  staj 
First  Church,  Rid 


Explore  the  Bible 

A  Hill  On  Which  To  Stand 

X  Kings  18:20-21,37-39;  19:l-3a,13b-18,16-18 

instead  of  obeying  the 
Lord  and  going  to 


odds,  850  to  one.  on  everything  (1  Kings  8:37-  Hazaelkingo 
However,  the  "one"  38).  The  divine  intervention  king  over  Isr; 
was  backed  by  the  was  dramatic.  The  people  fell-  his  replacem 
One  True  God,  mak-  on  their  faces  proclaiming,  would  each 
ing  the  one  greater  "Yahweh,  He  is  God!  Yahweh,  destroying  thi 
than  the  850.  Elijah  He  is  God!"  (1  Kings  839).  On  Baalism  (f  Kir 
put  the  matter  in  the  first  mountain,  Yahweh  responded  to 
sharp  relief  by  asking  proved  faithful  and  Elijah  was  sonal  doubt 
the  people,  "How  venerated.  The  drought  ended  him.  Engager 
long  will  vou  waver  when  Yahweh,  not  Baal,  pro-  cause  often 
between  two  opin-  vided  rain.  with  doubt 

ions?  If  the  LORD  is  When  Jezebel  heard  about  Elijah  one 
Ow  him;  but  if  Baal  is  Elijah  having  the  850  prophets  reminded  Eli 
How  him"  (1  Kings  killed,  she  promised  to  Kill  him.  people  in  Isr; 
V).  The  word  "waver"  Elijah  fled  m  fear  (1  Kings  19:1-  ther  bowed  tl 
rom  the  Hebrew  verb  3a).  The  victory  on  Mt.  Carmel  or  kissed  his 
"  Whenever  we  try  to  evaporated  in  die  heat  of  immi-  19:18).  Wheix 


VanHom 


This  week's  lesson  is  a  tale  Jerusalem:  Ahab  main 
of  two  mountains.  Decisive 
issues  were  settled  on  each 
mountain.  The  action  on  both 
-mountains  centered  on  the 
prophet  EHjah  and  upon  his 
faith  in  the  Lord.  Elijah  had  to 
•decidgywhether  to  take  a  bold 
■Stand  for  the  Lord  in  the  midst 
of  overwhelming  odds  and 
also  in  the  midst  of  deep  per¬ 
sonal  doubt.  This  lesson 
encourages  us  to  stand  boldly 
for  the  Lord  amid  pressures  to 
conform  to  the  world. 

TWo  of  Elijah's  biggest  ene¬ 
mies  were  King  Ahab  and  his 
wife  Jezebel.  Ahab  was  one  of 
die  most  evil  kir 
the  northern  kingdom  (i  Kings 


command.  If  all  these  things  18:21;] 
were  not  bad  enough,  Ahab  derive 
encouraged  the  worship  of  the  "to  lirr 

f4lse  god  Baal  and  his  female  serve  _  _ 

consort,  Asherah,  the  gods  of  things,  we  develop  a  spiritual  way  to  our  second  mountain, 
his  wife,  Jezebel.  limp,  hobbling  between  our  Mt.  Horeb,  the  mountain  of 

God  called  Elijah  to  confront  faith  in  God  and  our  desire  for  God.  On  this  second  mountain, 
Ahab  and  his  people  as  they  earthly  possessions.  The  matter  Elijah  faced  perhaps  his  great- 
slid  further  into  idolatry.  The  was  quite  simple.  The  people  est  enemy,  self-doubt.  There 
major  confrontation  occurred  were  challenged  to  follow  and  then,  Yahweh,  the  victor  of 
on  our  first  mountain,  Mt.  whichever  God/ god  proved  to  Mt.  Carmel,  spoke  to  Elijah 
Carmel  (1  Kings  8:20).  Elijah  be  true.  The  command  to  "fol-  one-on-one  in  "a  still  small 
of  Israel,  the  prophet  represented  the  low"  literally  means  "to  walk  voice"  (1  Kings  19:12b;  KJV). 

- .p - ‘‘  --  -o-  Lord!  Baal  was  represented  by  behind"  or  "to  Walk  after."  T._  ’  fa  '  *  '  — “ 

16:30).  He  continued  the  sins  450  prophets;  Asherah  was  rep-  When  push  came  to  shove,  are 

of  Israel's  first  king,  Jeroboam,  resented  by  400  additional  only  Yahweh  showed  up!  Baa) 
by  maintaining  the  rival  prophets.  Keep  in  mind  Baal  and  Asherah -were  vno-snows." 
shrines  in  Dan  and  Bethel,  and  Asherah  were  false  gods.  Yahweh's  fire  fell  and  con- 
encouraging  the  Israelites  to  Elijahhad  to  take  a  bold  stand  sumed  the  altar  wood,  dust,  M 
worship  golden  calves  there,  in  the  face  of  overwhelming  and  water  Elijah  had  poured  commissioned 


The  Lord  asked  Elijah,  "What  mountains,  we  have  learned 
,  here?''  Elijah  pro-  the  hill  on  which  to  stand  is 

claimed  his  faithfulness  to  the  the  hill  of  faith. 

Lord  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  - 

everyone  else  had  abandoned  Van  Horn  is  Dean  of 
Him  (1  Kings  19:14).  The  Lord  Christian  Studies  and  the  Arts  at 
- ! — ~ — 1  Elijah  to  anoint  Mississippi  College. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events 


all  photographs  are  subject  'te-jxopping 
Photographs  must  depict  people.  No  land¬ 
scape-,  building-,  or  object-only  photographs 
will  be  printed.  News  items  and/or  pho¬ 
tographs  can  be  published  one  time  only. 
News  items  and/or  photographs  depicting 
benefits  and  activities  for  secular  or  outside 
organizations  will  not  be  published.  Deadline 
for  submitting  news  is  one  week  prior  to 
requested  publication  date. 

Articles  that  a-e  not  date-sensitive  will 
be  published  on  a  space-available  basis. 

Submit  news  and  photographs  to  The 
Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS 
39205-0530  FAX:  (001)  292-3330.  E-mail: 
beptistreoord@mbcb.org. 


News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11-inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  AH  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  In  writing;  no  articles 


Please  make  articles  concise.  Include  submitted  as  a  JPEG  We  via  either  (a)  e-mail, 
the  who,  whet,  when,  where  details  of  (b)  three-and-a  -ha*  inch  floppy  disk,  or  (c)  CD. 
the  story,  along  with  a  contact  person's  Photos  must  be  dear,  sharp,  and  weMghted. 
address  and  telephone  number.  Cel  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolu- 

Photographe  may  be  color  or  black  and  lion  Items  are  generally  not  publishable 
while.  Instant  phqtos  and  dgrtal  printouts  are  Photograph*  can  not  be  returned.  Plsaso 
not  reproducible.  Digital  photos  may  be  used  if  do  not  attach  photos  wtth  or  staple*. 


News  may  be  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  below,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  of  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  be  accepted. 
Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 
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